The high lithium demand forecasted for some high tech applications and batteries for electric and hybrid-electric vehicles, in particular, has sparked increased exploration for lithium. Lithium resources are of two main types: (i) brines pumped from aquifers; and (ii) hardrock deposits such as pegmatites [1] . The feasibility of recovering lithium economically from any deposit depends on the size of the deposit, its lithium content (referred to as "grade" for ores and "concentration" for brines), the content of other elements, and the processes that are used to remove the lithium-bearing material from the deposit and extract lithium from it [1]. In Germany, oil and gas field brines and deep-seated basin fluids, including waters of operating salt mines [2] , are known to have elevated lithium concentrations. While the occurrence of lithium brines have been documented for some time, the genesis and possible use of these resources have not been considered in any detail.
